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TM

a  q u i C k  H i S T O r y  l E S S O N

THErE HavE bEEN maNy  
SupprESSOr (Or SilENCEr)  
dESigNErS aNd yEarS Of  
rESEarCH aNd dEvElOpmENT 
THaT HavE imprOvEd firEarm 
SupprESSOr TECHNOlOgy, buT  
iT iS Hiram p.  maxim wHO  
dEvElOpEd aNd paTENTEd  
THE firST COmmErCially  
prOduCEd SupprESSOr.

hiram	p.	maxim	was	the	son	of	united	states	born	inventor,	
hiram	 stevens	 maxim,	 who	 brought	 us	 the	 first	 portable	
fully	automatic	machine	gun.	hiram	p.	maxim,	a	mechanical	
engineer,	 graduated	 from	 the	 massachusetts	 institute	 of	
technology	(mit).	he	was	a	pioneer	in	ham	radio	technology	
and	automobiles,	and	he	worked	in	several	other	industries	
before	he	formed	the	maxim	silencer	company	 in	1908.	As	
an	 outdoorsman,	 a	 hunter,	 and	 target	 shooter,	maxim	 had		
an	 idea	 come	 to	 him	 as	 he	 was	 shooting	 near	 neighbors		
and	was	sensitive	to	their	peace	and	quiet.	he	developed	a	

fairly	 effective	 silencer	 that	 was	 largely	 popular	 and	 sold	 commercially	 in	 local	
hardware	stores	for	$3.25	per	unit.	maxim	coined	the	term	“silencer”	by	including	
the	word	in	the	name	of	his	business;	however,	there	has	never	been	such	thing	as	
a	 literal	 silencer.	 firearms	 suppressors	 have	 been	 noted	 as	 sound	 suppressors,	
sound	moderators,	mufflers,	silencers,	and	the	slang	term,	“cans”.
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in	the	early	1900‘s	law	enforcement	agencies,	fearing	that	organized	crime	syndicates	
would	start	using	silencers,	machine	guns,	and	hand	grenades	 in	 their	escapades,	
started	 looking	 for	ways	 to	 ban	 such	 items.	 then	u.s.	 Attorney	 general,	 homer	 c.	
cummings,	recognized	that	firearms	could	not	be	banned	outright	under	the	second	
Amendment,	 so	 he	 proposed	 restrictive	 regulation	 in	 the	 form	 of	 an	 expensive	 tax	
and	 federal	 registration.	short	barreled	 rifles	and	short	barrel	 shotguns	were	also	
regulated	 by	 this	 act	 of	 congress	 since	 the	 ability	 to	 easily	 conceal	 them	made	 law		
enforcement	agencies	nervous.

in	1934,	the	national	firearms	Act	was	approved	and	passed	by	congress,	and	the	
expensive	tax	of	$200	was	set	on	any	legal	purchase	of	 the	certain	 items	listed	 in	
the	bill.	At	that	time,	$200	was	far	more	expensive	than	any	item	that	was	purchased,	
making	it	almost	impossible	for	a	citizen	with	an	average	income	to	acquire.

this	 act	 of	 congress	 (which	many	 gun	 enthusiasts	 find	 aggravating)	 restricts	 the	
following:	a	shotgun	having	a	barrel	of	 less	 than	eighteen	 inches;	a	rifle	having	a	
barrel	 length	 less	 than	 sixteen	 inches;	 or	 any	 other	 weapon,	 other	 than	 a	 pistol		
or	 revolver,	 from	 which	 a	 shot	 is	 discharged	 by	 an	 explosive	 if	 such	 weapon	 is		
capable	of	being	concealed	on	the	person;	or	a	machine	gun.	this	act	also	restricts	
a	muffler	or	silencer	for	any	firearm,	whether	or	not	such	a	firearm	is	included	in	the	
foregoing	definition.	 the	nfA	branch	of	 the	bureau	of	Alcohol,	 tobacco,	firearms	
and	explosives	(bAtfe,	or	commonly	known	as	the	Atf),	regulates	the	registration		
and	 restrictions	 of	 such	 items	 and	 classifies	 a	 silencer,	 suppressor,	 muffler,		
or	moderator	as	a	device	that	decreases	the	sound	signature	of	a	weapon.

After	 the	 national	 firearms	 Act	 of	 1934	 was	 set	 into	 place,	 private	 ownership		
of	 silencers	 slightly	 fell	 out	 of	 favor.	 Although	 the	military	 and	 federal	 agencies	
used	silencers	for	certain	missions,	there	was	not	a	lot	of	movement	in	the	way	of	
expanded	 research	 and	 improved	 technology.	 it	 was	 not	 until	 the	 later	 part	 of		
the	20th	century	 that	silencer	research	started	picking	up	momentum,	which	was	
influenced	by	 the	 increasing	 interest	 of	 the	military	 and	 federal	 agencies.	within	
the	 last	 twenty	 years,	 silencer	 technology	 has	 improved	 exponentially.	 with	 the		
introduction	 of	 cnc	 machines	 and	 computer-generated	 3d	 modeling,	 silencers	
have	been	improving	both	in	effectiveness	and	in	durability.
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O w N E r S H i p
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w E  a p p l a u d  y O u .  w E l l ,  m O S T  O f  y O u .

yES,  SilENCErS arE lEgal  
aNd THEy arE EaSy TO ObTaiN 
THrOugH prOpEr CHaNNElS.

no,	 you	 do	 not	 need	 a	 license	 to	 purchase	 a	 silencer	 but	 you	 do	 have	 to	 pay	 a		
one-time	$200	 tax	 for	each	silencer	you	purchase.	you	also	have	 to	 live	 in	a	state	
where	silencers	are	legal	and	have	to	meet	certain	criteria	to	be	eligible	to	own	one.	

determine	whether	or	not	your	state	allows	you	to	own	a	silencer.

silencers	 are	 legal	 but	 are	 regulated	 by	 federal	 law	 and	 on	 a	 per-state	 basis.		
however,	 the	national	firearms	Act	 (nfA)	branch	of	 the	bureau	of	Alcohol,	tobacco,	
firearms	 and	 explosives	 (bAtfe)	 ultimately	 controls	 any	 transfers,	 and	 all		
silencers	 are	 registered	 by	 this	 branch.	 individuals,	 corporations,	 and	 trusts	 can	
legally	purchase	and	possess	silencers	in	38	states.	however,	if	you	are	a	ffl	dealer,	
manufacturer,	 peace	 officer,	 or	 a	 law	 enforcement	 agency	 or	 other	 government	
agency,	there	are	additional	states	where	you	can	own	a	silencer.	look	below	to	see	
if	you	are	eligible.

legal	states states	that	don’t	uphold	the	constitution
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IF YOU DO NOT LIvE IN A SILENCER-FRIENDLY STATE, ThERE ARE STILL A FEW OpTIONS FOR YOU

1.		you	can	send	a	pre-written	letter	to	your	state	senator	or	state	representative		
to	encourage	him	or	her	to	legalize	silencers	in	your	state	by	visiting		
www.silencersarelegal.com.

2.	you	can	move	to	a	silencer	friendly	state.

3.		you	can	purchase	a	second	home	in	a	silencer	friendly	state	and	qualify	for	 	
dual	residency.

YOU CANNOT... 

	 ...legally	make	your	own	silencer	in	a	state	where	silencers	are	illegal.

	 ...travel	to	a	silencer	friendly	state	and	purchase	one	to	take	to	your	state.

	 ...have	someone	who	lives	in	a	silencer	friendly	state	buy	you	one.

	 ...be	a	felon	and/or	be	prohibited	from	owning	a	firearm

YOU MUST... 

	 ...be	a	legal	resident	of	the	state	where	the	silencer	is	purchased.	if	you	live	 	
	 in	a	state	where	silencers	are	legal,	we	congratulate	you	for	living	in	a	state		
	 that	protects	your	second	Amendment	rights.

	 ...be	at	least	21	years	of	age

OvEr 27,000  
SilENCErS a yEar  

arE purCHaSEd  
by Civil iaNS.
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I qUALIFY pERSONALLY AND GEOGRAphICALLY TO OWN A SILENCER, NOW WhAT?

1.	choose	a	product.	

2.	locate	a	class	iii	gun	dealer	in	your	state.	

3.		once	 you	 agree	 to	 your	 dealer’s	 selling	 price,	 you	 may	 be	 required	 to	 pay	 for		
the	 silencer	 in	 full	 or,	 at	 the	 very	 least,	 provide	 a	 significant	 deposit	 to	 start		
your	transfer	paperwork.	this	is	because	it	may	take	one	to	five	months	for	the	
paperwork	to	be	approved	by	the	bAtfe,	thus	tying	up	the	inventory.

4.		After	the	monetary	transaction	takes	place,	the	dealer	will	order	the	product	if	it	
is	not	in	stock,	in	which	case	the	manufacturer	will	have	to	transfer	the	product	
to	your	dealer	by	asking	permission	from	the	bAtfe	via	form	3.	this	transfer	can	
take	two	to	six	weeks	to	be	approved	by	the	bAtfe.	

5.		if	 the	dealer	has	 the	product	 in	 stock,	 it	will	 be	assigned	 to	 you	and	separated	
from	 the	 rest	of	 the	 inventory,	ensuring	 that	 you	have	a	product	serial	number	
for	your	form.	

6.		once	 you	 have	 an	 assigned	 product	 serial	 number,	 the	 class	 iii	 dealer	 will		
then	 give	 you	 the	 bAtfe	 form	 4	 (5320.4),	 Application	 for	 tax	 paid	 transfer	 and		
registration	of	firearm,	in	duplicate	with	the	serial	number	of	the	product	filled	
out	in	the	appropriate	section.	you	must	fill	out	the	rest	of	the	form	in	duplicate.	

7.		you	will	 send	 in	 a	 $200	 check	 or	money	 order	with	 the	 completed	 application,	
along	with	a	recent	photo	and	fingerprint	cards.	
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bAtfe	form	4	(5320.4)
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STEpS TO COMpLETING YOUR FORM 4 AS AN INDIvIDUAL

1.		obtain	the	bAtfe	form	4	(5320.4)	(Application	for	tax	paid	transfer	and	registration	
of	firearm)	from	your	dealer	in	duplicate.	some	information	should	be	pre-filled	
by	your	dealer,	such	as	the	dealer’s	name	and	address,	the	model	of	the	silencer	
you	are	purchasing,	the	overall	length	of	the	silencer,	the	caliber	of	the	silencer,	
the	serial	number	of	the	silencer,	and	the	manufacturer’s	information.	make	sure	
the	dealer	 signs	 the	appropriate	 fields.	remember	 to	 complete	 all	 information		
in	duplicate.

2.		fill	 out	 the	 required	 information	on	 the	 front	of	 the	 form,	 including	 your	name	
and	 address.	 complete	 the	 back	 by	 answering	 the	 questions	 and	 stating	 the		
reason	you	are	acquiring	the	silencer.	sign	and	date	the	back	of	the	form.	Again,	
remember	to	complete	all	information	in	duplicate.

3.		Affix	 a	 recent	 color	 passport-sized	 photograph	 of	 yourself	 on	 the	 back	 of	 each	
copy	of	the	form.

4.		Acquire	a	signature	of	 the	chief	 law	enforcement	officer	of	your	county	or	your	
local	 sheriff.	don’t	 let	 this	 step	 scare	 you;	 this	 is	 a	 routine	 request.	 if	 you	 feel	
that	 your	 police	 chief	 or	 sheriff	 will	 not	 sign	 the	 form	 4	 because	 of	 personal		
or	 political	 concerns	 with	 the	 second	 amendment,	 do	 not	 worry.	 you	 can	 also		
purchase	 the	silencer	under	 your	limited	liability	company	 (llc)	or	 corporation,		
or	under	a	 trust.	read	the	section	below	on	how	to	 fill	out	form	4	as	a	 trust	or		
a	corporation.

5.		while	you	are	at	the	station	obtaining	the	required	signature,	ink	up	your	fingers	
and	get	two	copies	of	fbi	fingerprint	cards	(fbi	form	fd-258)	that	you	will	send	
in	with	the	two	duplicates	of	form	4.

6.		fill	out	the	bAtfe	form	5330.20	(certification	of	compliance).	this	form	does	not	
have	to	be	in	duplicate.

7.		place	both	completed	copies	of	form	4,	the	two	copies	of	fbi	fingerprint	cards,	
and	the	completed	certification	of	compliance	form	in	an	envelope,	along	with	a	
check	 or	 money	 order	 (payable	 to	 bureau	 of	 Alcohol,	 tobacco,	 firearms,	 and		
explosives)	for	$200	and	mail	to	the	address	listed	on	form	4.	we	advise	that	you	
use	a	check	and	not	a	money	order	so	you	can	see	when	the	bAtfe	cashes	your	
check.	 this	 is	 a	 great	 way	 to	 confirm	 if	 the	 form	 actually	 arrived	 and	 is	 being	
processed.	otherwise,	you	may	just	be	waiting	for	two	to	six	months	for	approval,	
when,	in	fact,	your	paperwork	never	arrived.
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8.		After	the	bAtfe	approves	form	4,	they	will	put	a	stamp	on	one	of	the	two	copies	
you	sent	them	and	then	send	it	 to	the	dealer	where	you	purchased	the	silencer.	
the	 dealer	 will	 then	 notify	 you	 that	 the	 paperwork	 has	 returned	 and	 that	 the		
silencer	is	ready	to	pick	up.

STEpS TO COMpLETING YOUR FORM 4 AS A CORpORATION OR TRUST

1.		obtain	the	bAtfe	form	4	(5320.4)	(Application	for	tax	paid	transfer	and	registration	
of	firearm)	from	your	dealer	in	duplicate.	some	information	should	be	pre-filled	
by	your	dealer,	such	as	the	dealer’s	name	and	address,	the	model	of	the	silencer	
you	are	purchasing,	the	overall	length	of	the	silencer,	the	caliber	of	the	silencer,	
the	serial	number	of	the	silencer,	and	the	manufacturer’s	information.	make	sure	
the	dealer	 signs	 the	 appropriate	 fields.	remember	 to	 complete	 all	 information		
in	duplicate.

2.		fill	out	the	required	information	on	the	front	of	the	form,	including	the	name	of	
your	corporation	or	trust	(not	your	own	name)	and	address.	complete	the	back	by	
answering	 the	questions	and	stating	 the	 reason	 you	are	acquiring	 the	 silencer.	
(remember	to	print	the	name	of	your	corporation	or	trust,	not	your	own	name,	in	
section	 15).	 sign	 and	 date	 the	 back	 as	 the	 trustee.	 remember	 to	 complete	 all	
information	in	duplicate.

3.		place	both	completed	copies	of	form	4	with	a	check	or	money	order	(payable	to	
bureau	of	Alcohol,	tobacco,	firearms,	and	explosives)	 for	$200	 in	an	envelope,	
along	with	a	copy	of	your	Articles	of	incorporation	or	trust	paperwork,	and	mail	
to	the	address	listed	on	form	4.	we	advise	that	you	use	a	check	and	not	a	money	
order	so	you	can	see	when	the	bAtfe	cashes	your	check.	this	 is	a	great	way	to		
confirm	if	the	form	actually	arrived	and	is	being	processed.	otherwise,	you	may	
just	be	waiting	for	two	to	six	months	for	approval,	when,	in	fact,	your	paperwork	
never	arrived.

4.		After	the	bAtfe	approves	form	4,	they	will	put	a	stamp	on	one	of	the	two	copies	
you	sent	them	and	then	send	it	 to	the	dealer	where	you	purchased	the	silencer.	
the	 dealer	 will	 then	 notify	 you	 that	 the	 paperwork	 has	 returned	 and	 that	 the		
silencer	is	ready	to	pick	up.
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hOW TO ObTAIN A SILENCER IF YOU ARE pURChASING FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT OR ThE GOvERNMENT

the	individual	that	has	the	authority	to	purchase	can	contact	the	manufacturer.	the	
manufacturer	will	fill	out	the	paperwork	needed	and	submit	it	in	your	behalf.	when	
they	get	an	approval	to	transfer	the	items,	they	will	ship	them	to	the	agency.	

pEACE OFFICER pURChASE AS AN INDIvIDUAL

peace	officers	have	all	the	same	state	ownership	rights	that	individuals,	corporations,	
and	trusts	have,	but	in	addition,	new	york	is	on	the	“legal”	list.

HEariNg damagE 
CauSEd frOm COmbaT 
will grOw 18% a yEar, 
wiTH diSabiliTy  
paymENTS TOTaliNg  
$1 .1  billiON aNNually.



10					silencers	Are	legAl 					pAge	nAme					11

b E N E f i T S
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w E  d i g  S u p p r E S S O r S  a N d  w H aT  T H E y  d O

 
 
 

INCREASED ACCURACY

firearm	 suppressors	 (or	 silencers,	 as	 they	 are	 often	 called)	 are	 not	 only	 useful		
for	 the	 field	 of	 professional	 law	 enforcement,	 but	 they	 also	 have	many	 practical	
benefits	 for	 civilians	 as	 well.	 one	 of	 the	most	 common	 problems	 for	 shooters	 is	
poor	accuracy	due	to	the	shooter’s	anticipation	of	the	gun’s	loud	report	and	recoil.	
this	 anticipation	 causes	 shooters	 to	 “flinch”	 before	 the	 gun	 even	 goes	 off,	 to		
experience	 slight	 tremors	 in	 the	 hand	 from	nervousness,	 and	 even	 to	 close	 their	
eyes	or	blink	right	before	they	pull	the	trigger.	All	of	these	issues	cause	the	gun	to	
move	from	the	intended	target	area.	the	use	of	silencers	will	dramatically	increase	
accuracy	 because	 of	 the	 reduced	 muzzle	 report,	 reduced	 recoil,	 and	 decreased	
muzzle	flip.

hEARING pROTECTION

Another	practical	purpose	 for	 silencers	 is	hearing	protection.	Any	shooter	knows	
that	even	with	earmuffs	or	plugs,	guns	are	still	loud	enough	to	hurt	your	ears	and	
cause	 ringing	 in	 your	 ears	 long	 after	 you	 are	 finished	 shooting—and	 sometimes	
permanently.	besides	the	ringing,	earmuffs	and	plugs	can	be	very	uncomfortable.	
when	 shooting	 with	 earmuffs	 or	 plugs,	 you	 are	 required	 to	 speak	 very	 loudly	 to		
be	 able	 to	 communicate	with	 friends.	 this	 type	 of	 hearing	 protection	 also	mutes	
your	 surroundings	 so	 that	 you	 are	 less	 aware	 of	 your	 environment.	 silencerco		
silencers	 lower	 the	 sound	 signature	 of	 your	 firearm	 to	 the	 point	where	 it	 is	 safe		
and	comfortable	to	the	ear	to	shoot	without	the	need	of	hearing	protection,	making	
your	shooting	experience	safer	and	more	enjoyable.

SupprESSOrS SavE HEariNg,  
iNCrEaSE SiTuaTiONal awarENESS, 
imprOvE aCCuraCy, buT mOST  
impOr TaNTly,  SavE livES.
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pERSONAL pROTECTION

when	shooting	in	close	quarters,	such	as	a	room	or	hallway,	gun	fire	is	loud	enough	
to	 cause	 permanent	 hearing	 loss.	 if	 you	 are	 in	 the	 unfortunate	 position	 that	 you	
must	use	deadly	force	in	order	to	protect	yourself	or	your	family	in	your	home,	there	
will	not	be	enough	time	to	apply	hearing	protection.	even	if	there	was	enough	time,	
hearing	protection	would	make	 it	difficult	 to	hear	 the	position	of	 the	perpetrator,	
which	would	 give	 him	 the	 upper	 hand	 in	 the	 situation.	 home	 protection	weapons	
that	use	silencers	will	save	your	hearing	and	increase	your	situational	awareness.

hUNTING

there	are	several	benefits	to	hunting	with	suppressed	firearms.	because	listening	
to	your	surroundings	is	an	important	strategy	in	tracking	prey,	hunters	very	rarely	
if	ever	use	hearing	protection.	Again,	unsuppressed	gunfire	is	loud	enough	to	cause	
permanent	 hearing	 loss.	 using	 a	 silencer	 will	 suppress	 the	 gunfire	 enough	 to		
protect	 your	 hearing	 without	 the	 use	 of	 hearing	 protection,	 thus	 allowing	 you	 to		
effectively	track	your	prey	and	quickly	take	your	shot	without	having	to	first	apply	
hearing	protection.

if	 you	 have	 a	 silencer	 attached	 to	 your	muzzle	 while	 hunting,	 there	 are	 benefits	
other	than	hearing	protection.	because	the	silencer	reduces	recoil	and	muzzle	rise,	
you	 are	 able	 to	 get	 into	 position	 for	 a	 follow-up	 shot	more	quickly	 because	 there		
is	a	 lot	 less	movement	and	your	cross	hairs	stay	closer	 to	 the	 target.	sometimes,		
it	 is	possible	to	get	your	cross	hairs	back	on	target	before	the	first	bullet	strikes.	
this	 quick	 strategy	 also	 allows	 you	 to	 “call”	 your	 hits	 or	misses	 and	make	 quick	
corrections	in	the	field.

hunting	with	silencers	is	legal	in	several	states.	whether	you	are	hunting	big	game,	
small	game,	or	predators	and	varmints,	a	silencer	will	add	enjoyment	by	removing	
the	risk	to	your	hearing	and	to	the	hearing	of	those	around	you.	remember	to	check	
if	hunting	with	a	suppressor	is	legal	in	your	state.
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IT’S YOUR RIGhT

it	is	still	your	right	under	the	second	Amendment	of	the	constitution	of	the	united	
states	of	America	to	keep	and	bear	arms.	unexercised	rights	have	a	way	of	becoming	
“privileges.”	the	second	Amendment	of	the	u.s.	constitution	was	not	designed	just	
to	help	hunters	keep	their	weapons.	it	was	designed	to	allow	its	citizens	to	hold	the	
ultimate	“check	and	balance”	and	to	defend	against	an	overreaching	and	tyrannical	
government.	After	all,	george	washington	did	not	use	freedom	of	the	press	to	win	
our	independence	from	great	britain.

bENEFITS FOR pROFESSIONALS

hearing protection

noise	 induced	 hearing	 loss	 is	 a	 serious	 threat	 to	 our	 men	 and	 women	 in	 the		
military	 and	 law	 enforcement	 communities.	 the	 ability	 to	 hear	 is	 crucial	 to	 the		
performance	 of	 their	 duties.	 many	 people	 have	 received	 medical	 retirement		
because	 of	 noise	 induced	hearing	 loss.	much	 of	 this	 hearing	 loss	 occurs	 due	 to	
repeated	exposure	 to	gunfire,	both	operationally	and	 in	 the	 training	environment.	
According	to	the	national	institute	for	occupational	safety	and	health	(niosh),	any	
exposure	 to	 noise	 over	 140db	 causes	 immediate	 and	 irreparable	 hearing	 loss.		
unsuppressed	handguns	and	rifles	generally	create	a	muzzle	report	well	above	this	
threshold.	gunfire	noise	 is	a	 “preventable”	occupational	 risk	and	an	unnecessary	
liability.	A	silencer	can	protect	against	hearing	loss.

Improved Situational Awareness

Vision	is	a	180-degree	sense.	hearing	is	360.	the	ability	to	hear	is	a	crucial	part	of	
achieving	good	situational	awareness.	even	more	so	than	vision,	your	hearing	can	
make	the	difference	 in	 life	or	death	situations.	the	use	of	unsuppressed	firearms	
or	the	use	of	hearing	protection	to	counter	the	effects	of	unsuppressed	firearms	is	
a	 serious	 impediment	 to	 operational	 effectiveness,	 situational	 awareness,	 and		
effective	 communications.	 communicating	while	 shooting	 is	 easier	 to	 accomplish	
with	 the	 employment	 of	 firearms	 with	 sound	 suppressors.	 using	 a	 silencer	 can		
increase	operational	success.
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Gunfire Recognition

recognizing	the	difference	in	the	sound	of	a	gunshot	can	make	a	significant	difference	
operationally.	 the	 universal	 use	 of	 sound	 suppressors	 within	 a	 group	 or	 team		
can	 make	 it	 easy	 to	 recognize	 incoming	 and	 outgoing	 fire	 and	 make	 it	 easier	 to		
ascertain	enemy	positions	and	locations.

position Concealment

silencers	 greatly	 reduce	 the	 sound	 signature	 of	 a	 gunshot.	 As	 a	 result,	 muzzle		
report	 is	 greatly	 reduced,	 making	 it	 more	 difficult	 to	 determine	 its	 origin	 point.	
Also,	“ballistic	crack,”	or	the	noise	that	a	bullet	makes	while	airborne	at	supersonic	
speeds,	 is	 an	 “omnidirectional”	 sound	 that	 makes	 it’s	 origin	 point	 difficult	 to		
determine.	 these	 two	 effects	 create	 great	 confusion	 about	 the	 origination	 point	 of		
the	gunfire,	inhibiting	effective	return	fire.	

sound	 suppressors	 also	 have	 the	 added	 benefit	 of	 virtually	 eliminating	 muzzle	
flash,	 which	 benefits	 the	 user	 by	 maintaining	 a	 good	 sight	 picture	 in	 low	 light		
conditions	 and	 robbing	 the	 enemy	 of	 his	 most	 obvious	 aiming	 point.	 the	 blast		
pressure	 wave,	 or	 muzzle	 blast,	 generated	 from	 a	 gunshot	 is	 also	 significantly		
reduced	with	 the	use	of	a	sound	suppressor.	there	 is	much	 less	“kick	up”	of	dust	
and	movement	of	foliage	from	the	blast	when	a	sound	suppressor	is	deployed.

Greater Accuracy/Controllability

sound	suppressors	reduce	recoil	and	muzzle	rise.	this	contributes	to	better	accuracy	
by	reducing	the	shooter’s	tendency	to	anticipate	recoil	or	“flinch,”	thus	maintaining	
a	consistent	hold	on	the	target	through	the	shot.	suppressor	use	also	reduces	the	
muzzle	rise	of	a	firearm,	making	it	possible	for	the	shooter	to	“stay	on	target”	and	
follow	up	with	secondary	shots	more	quickly.	in	full	auto	mode,	the	use	of	a	suppressor	
increases	accuracy	of	full	auto	fire.

Clandestine Uses
the	operational	use	of	sound	suppressors	is	growing	rapidly.	the	antiquated	mind	set	
that	 they	are	a	 tool	 for	“assassins”	 is	being	replaced	by	a	growing	understanding	 of	
how	they	work	and	of	the	operational	benefits	of	their	use.	

*	cqb/swAt	entry
*	sniper/countersniper	deployment
*	hostage	rescue/counter	terror
*	dignitary	protection
*	clandestine	countersurveillance

*	training	and	weapons	familiarization
*	Animal	damage	control/euthanasia
*	ingress/egress	cover
*	patrol/Active	shooter	response
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*	training	and	weapons	familiarization
*	Animal	damage	control/euthanasia
*	ingress/egress	cover
*	patrol/Active	shooter	response



18					silencers	Are	legAl

w E  l Ov E  a N S w E r i N g  q u E S T i O N S .

ARE SILENCERS LEGAL?

in	most	states,	yes.	individuals,	corporations,	and	trusts	can	legally	own	silencers	
in	the	following	states:	Al,	Ak,	AZ,	Ar,	co,	ct,	fl,	gA,	id,	in,	ks,	ky,	lA,	me,	md,	
ms,	mo,	mt,	ne,	nV,	nh,	nm,	nc,	nd,	oh,	ok,	or,	pA,	sc,	sd,	tn,	tX,	ut,	VA,	wA,	
wV,	wi,	and	wy.

IS IT DIFFICULT TO ObTAIN ThE NECESSARY pApERWORk (FORM 4) TO LEGALLY OWN A SILENCER?

no.	it	is	a	relatively	simple	process	to	submit	form	4	applications	to	own	a	silencer.	
typically,	it	is	no	more	involved	than	obtaining	a	concealed	firearm	permit	in	most	
u.s.	 states.	 the	 typical	 process	 includes	 submitting	 two	 simple	 forms,	 two	 sets		
of	 fingerprint	 cards,	 two	 passport	 photos,	 a	 citizenship	 declaration	 form,	 and	 a		
signature	 from	 a	 chief	 law	 enforcement	 officer	 in	 your	 home	 jurisdiction.	 check	
with	your	local	silencerco	dealer	for	more	information	or	regional	information.

MY LOCAL ChIEF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER WON’T SIGN MY FORM 4. WhAT CAN I DO?

you	 can	 process	 a	 form	 4	without	 a	 chief	 law	 enforcement	 officer’s	 signature	 by	
means	 of	 a	 firearms	 trust.	 there	 are	many	 attorneys	 who	 have	 vast	 experience	
with	 this	 type	 of	 trust,	 and	 it	 is	 also	 a	 relatively	 simple	 legal	 process.	 your	 local	
silencerco	dealer	should	be	able	to	point	you	in	the	right	direction.	if	not,	you	can	
always	call	us	for	assistance.

DO I GIvE Up ANY RIGhTS bY OWNING ThE SILENCER, SUCh AS SEARCh AND SEIzURE RIGhTS?

no.	 you	 do	 not	 give	 up	 your	 guaranteed	 rights	 in	 any	 regard.	 you	 are	 simply	 the		
registered	owner	of	an	nfA	item.

DOES OWNING A SILENCER pUT ME ON A GOvERNMENT “LIST”?

you	will	 be	 the	 “registered	owner”	of	 that	 silencer,	which	 is	 recorded	on	a	 “list.”	
but	remember,	you	have	a	social	security	number,	which	is	a	“list”;	you	are	regis-
tered	to	vote,	which	is	a	“list”;	you	pay	your	taxes,	which	is	a	controlled	“list.”	from	
your	birth,	 the	government	has	had	ways	of	 identifying	you.	so	relax,	 take	a	deep	
breath,	and	exercise	your	right	to	buy	a	silencer.
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CAN I SELL MY SILENCER AFTER I bUY IT, OR AM I STUCk WITh IT FOREvER?

yes.	you	can	sell	it,	but	the	transfer	must	be	done	in	accordance	with	all	regulations.

CAN I TAkE MY SILENCER ACROSS STATE LINES?

under	the	firearms	owners	protection	Act,	notwithstanding	any	state	or	local	law,	
a	 person	 is	 entitled	 to	 transport	 a	 firearm	 from	 any	 place	 where	 he	 or	 she	may		
lawfully	 possess	 such	 firearm	 to	 any	 other	 place	 where	 he	 or	 she	 may	 lawfully		
possess	it,	if	the	firearm	is	unloaded	and	locked	out	of	reach.	in	vehicles	without	a	
trunk,	 the	 unloaded	 firearm	 shall	 be	 in	 a	 locked	 container	 other	 than	 the	 glove	
compartment	or	console.	Ammunition	that	is	either	locked	out	of	reach	in	the	trunk	
or	 in	 a	 locked	 container	 other	 than	 the	 glove	 compartment	 or	 console	 is	 also		
covered.	 fopA	also	 seems	 to	 provide	 for	 necessary	 stops,	 like	 gasoline	 and	 rest.	
other	 bAtfe	 regulations	 require	 a	 temporary	 permit	 for	 machine	 guns	 or	 short	
barrel	rifles	to	travel	across	state	lines.

hOW LONG DOES IT TAkE TO DO ThE pApERWORk?

it	varies	based	on	bAtfe	nfA	branch	workload,	but	it	can	take	as	long	as	90-120	days.

DO I hAvE TO hAvE A CLASS III TO OWN A SILENCER?

no.	A	class	iii	license	is	only	required	to	be	actively	involved	in	the	reselling	 	
of	silencers	for	profit.

hOW MUCh IS ThE TAx STAMp?

$200	for	each	suppressor.

ARE ThERE ANY RECURRING FEES?

no.	you	pay	a	one-time	$200	transfer	tax.

85% Of pEOplE  
aSkEd dON’T kNOw  

SilENCErS arE lEgal.
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if	you	have	a	question	or	comment	for	us,	contact	us:

silencerco,	llc	 	
5511	south	6055	west,	 	
west	Valley	city,	ut	84118

E		 info@silencerco.com
p		 801/4175384
W		www.silencerco.com

check	out	any	of	our	sites	to	stay	in	touch	with	us.	we	will	keep	you	up-to-date	on	
industry	news	as	well	as	company	news.

youtube.com/silencerco twitter.com/silencercofacebook.com/silencersarelegal

silencerco.com 22sparrow.com
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